
 

 

 

Award-Winning Author Takes on Tough Topics for Teens and Preteens in New Novels 

Award-winning author Valerie Biel takes on two tough topics in her newly released novels for teens and middle-grade 

students—drug abuse and domestic violence. In “Beyond the Cemetery Gate,” a young-adult mystery, the backstory of 

some of the important characters includes drug abuse. Her middle-grade novel “Haven” also has characters who have been 

impacted by drug use, but that novel’s core theme deals with domestic violence. Biel acknowledges that including tough 

topics in books for either age group requires a certain amount of finesse. “I’m careful to treat these issues with sensitivity, 

keeping in mind the age of the intended reader. But I also think it’s important to include issues in books that kids are dealing 

with in the real world. It offers the reader a chance to see themselves or their life experience in a story or help them learn 

about others and build empathy.”  
 

Biel is a veteran of the publishing world with her earlier novels earning multiple awards. “The stories in my Circle of Nine 

fantasy series are very different from my new books, even though they’re generally for the same age group of reader. That 

series includes a lot of magic, inspired by Celtic mythology and Irish legend, and while my characters certainly have 

challenges—they’re not of the ‘real world’ variety.”  
 

Both books have achieved #1 New Release status on Amazon in their relevant categories, and like her earlier books, they 

are already earning praise in the literary community. Jeannée Sacken, author of the award-winning Annie Hawkins series 

says this of the middle-grade story “Haven,” “Beautifully written with the utmost sensitivity, the story speaks to the 

challenges of domestic abuse from the point of view of spunky eleven-year-old Mardella. Although she calls 911 to save 

her mother from being abused by her father, she’s left riddled with guilt. The safe “haven” her mother finds for them with 

her new job at a retirement home hundreds of miles away means Mardella has to start her life over. But she rises to the 

challenge and makes new friends in ways she least expects. Laced with insight, this exceptional novel will engage children 

and adults alike.” Author, columnist, and retired teacher Amy Laundrie says, “‘Haven’ is a page-turning middle-grade 

novel that you'll keep thinking about long after you've closed the book. The story addresses a tough issue, one that sadly is 

prevalent among too many young people.” And former middle school counselor and author Kathy Nieber says, “Biel did 

her research and gently shows hope for the victims of abuse. Bravo!" 
 

Similar praise is being offered for Biel’s mystery suspense novel for teens. Mystery author Patricia Skalka says that “Beyond 

the Cemetery Gate” is a nonstop read through a dark, twisting plot and the dangerous world of shadows and sinister people 

that 16-year-old Chloe must outrun and outsmart in her desperate search for the truth behind her father’s death.” Author and 

publisher Christine Keleny echoes that sentiment. “Chloe is put in an unthinkable position when her father, the only parent 

she's ever really known, dies of an overdose. But is that what really happened? Chloe knows it's not, but she has to convince 

the police that she's right. A modern-day Nancy Drew, Chloe takes on the task, dodging adults and perilous situations left 

and right to find her father’s killer. A definite page-turner!” Self-Publishing Review calls the story, “a haunting mystery. 

Touching on everything from police ineptitude and community solidarity to the endless frustration of being patronized as a 

young person, this paranormal thriller confidently combines timely and relatable themes within a page-turning storyline." 
 

Both books are available wherever you like to purchase books. To learn more or book an event or interview with the 

author, please go to ValerieBiel.com. A full press kit is available at that site and by request. 
 

Biel is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin with degrees in Journalism and Political Science and has spent the last 

decade assisting other authors with book editing, marketing, and promotions. She hosts the popular monthly Books & Beer 

book club at Cercis Brewing in Columbus and co-hosts the WisMissus Podcast: Reading, Writing, and Roaming around the 

Wisconsin, the Midwest, and Beyond. When she and her husband aren’t traveling for their charity, The World Orphan Fund, 

they live in Wisconsin on a (tiny) piece of her family’s century-old farm.  
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