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Taking only what they can quickly pack, 11-year-old Mardella Houston
and her mom secretly move away from her abusive, drug-dealing father
to start a fresh life in the one-stoplight town of Haven, Minnesota. But
Mardella’s sure she's to blame—if only she hadn’t dialed 911, none of this
would be happening. Her dad wouldn’t be in jail, her mom would still
have her old job, Mardella would still have friends, and they wouldn't be
starting over.

She knows she should be grateful that her mom’s new job at Rest Haven
Senior Living gives them a place to live—but the over-age-65 residence is
a boring, run-down, funny smelling place. Even so, Mardella volunteers to
make their new home as cheerful as possible. Through these colorful
projects, she is surprised that she soon has new friends—of all ages. But
when her father gets out of jail, angry and determined to find them,
Mardella realizes she’s made another terrible mistake—one that might
destroy her chance at a new, happy life. This time it's up to her to fix
everything and keep her mom and new friends safe.

"This heartfelt, realistic novel for middle-school readers handles a serious topic
with care.” - Kirkus Reviews

"Many readers with similar experiences as well as sympathetic tweens will be
drawn to Mardella’s story.” - School Library Journal

"As a former middle school counselor, my heart strings were tugged. . . Biel

did her research and gently shows hope for the victims of abuse. Bravo!
- Kathy Nieber, children's book author
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