QVEl

Reviews / Endorsements

Semi-finalist for the CIBA Gertrude Warner Award for outstanding middle grade fiction

5-Stars from Readers' Favorite - "A powerful story."

"... a thoroughly engrossing, thought-provoking saga." - Midwest Book Review

"This heartfelt, realistic novel for middle-school readers handles a serious topic with care.” - Kirkus Reviews

"Many readers with similar experiences as well as sympathetic tweens will be drawn to Mardella’s story.”
- School Library Journal

"As a former middle school counselor, my heart strings were tugged. . . Biel did her research and gently
shows hope for the victims of abuse. Bravo!" - Kathy Nieber, children's book author
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“Sensitive and tender. Biel handles the tough topics here with delicacy and

impact.” - Silvia Acevedo, author of the award-winning God Awful series

“.. .a story of hope, resilience, and the transformative power of kindness.”
— Laurie Buchanan, author of the Sean McPherson series

"Tender in its depiction of starting over and processing trauma, Haven is an
uplifting reminder that family comes in all forms. . . this heartwarming middle
grade story of intergenerational connection and healing is rewarding for readers
of all ages." - Self-Publishing Review

“This is a book that many parents, grandparents, and others will want to offer to the
young people in their lives.” - Reader Views Kids 5-Star Review

“Beautifully written with the utmost sensitivity, this novel speaks to the challenges of domestic abuse from
the point of view of spunky 11-year-old Mardella.” - Jeannée Sacken, award-winning author

“You will leave Rest Haven Senior Living with a smile on your face as Mardella and her mom find a new place to
call home.” - Barbara M. Britton, award-winning author

“. .. this is an especially important story. Readers will admire Mardella, sympathize with her, and cheer for
her.” - Gayle Rosengren, author of Cold War on Maplewood Street and MacKenzie'’s Last Run

In Haven, seasoned author Valerie Biel deals gently with the subject of domestic violence through characters
young readers will root for and a story that will keep them turning pages to the end! - Karla Manternach,
author of the Meena Zee Books

“. .. a page-turning middle-grade novel that you'll keep thinking about long after you've closed the book . . .
sure to raise important discussion questions.” ~Amy Laundrie, author and retired teacher

"

. . .a heart-warming middle-grade novel that effortlessly weaves together captivating storytelling with
thought-provoking themes.” - Christy Wopat, author of Almost a Mother and Always Ours

“Haven restored my faith in people of all ages.” - Mary Behan, award-winning author of A Measured Thread
and Finding Isobel



