
 

 

 

Local Author Wins Regional and National Book Awards 

Bestselling author Valerie Biel’s debut mystery and her tough-topic middle grade book have each recently won multiple 

awards in well-regarded national and regional contests. 

 

The mystery, suspense novel, “Beyond the Cemetery Gate” recently won the Midwest Book Award from the Midwest 

Independent Publishers Association for the young adult category. That award win comes on the heels of a silver medal from 

the Independent Book Publishers Association (IBPA), a gold medal IPPY Award win for Best eBook from the Independent 

Publishers contest along with a Purple Dragonfly Best Mystery honor, and a Best Suspense win from the Firebird Book 

Award.  

 

Her middle-grade novel “Haven” has been similarly honored with an IBPA Silver Medal for Children's Fiction, Firebird 

Book Award wins for Best Children's Book, Best Realistic Fiction and Best Preteen Book, and a Purple Dragonfly win for 

best children’s book along with three other finalist honors from other award contests. 

 

Biel is a veteran of the publishing world with her ongoing four-book Circle of Nine series earning multiple awards, but she 

says with each new book that you never know what will happen. “I’m so pleased that these two books are resonating with 

readers and those in publishing. You don’t know how your work is going to be received when you put it out there. My main 

goal is to always pen the best story I can and hope readers enjoy them. Gaining award recognition is just icing on the cake.”  

 

In “Beyond the Cemetery Gate,” the young-adult mystery, 16-year-old Chloe knows her dad didn’t die from an accidental 

drug overdose like the police say and sets out to find his murderer, uncovering a web of family secrets that are now putting 

her in mortal danger.  

 

Biel’s middle-grade novel “Haven” is a moving story that sensitively addresses the tough topic of domestic abuse through 

the eyes of a preteen. It’s a story about misplaced guilt, intergenerational friendships, and an unlikely found family as the 

main character discovers her inner strength and the true meaning of home. 

 

“As you can see, the books I write are often very different from each other,” says Biel. “I don’t limit myself to writing in 

one genre or category. I embrace the stories that come to me and enjoy where the writing journey takes me.” Biel just 

completed the fourth book in the Circle of Nine fantasy series that’s a mix of Celtic myth and magic set partially within 

Ireland’s ancient monuments. She will celebrate the launch of that title, “Circle of Nine: Mercy in the Mist,” in the Literary 

Corner at Milwaukee’s Irish Fest August 15 – 17.  

 

Biel is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin with degrees in Journalism and Political Science and has spent the last 

decade assisting other authors with book editing, marketing, and promotions. She hosts the popular monthly Books & Beer 

book club at the Columbus Library Annex and co-hosts the WisMissus Podcast: Reading, Writing, and Roaming around the 

Wisconsin, the Midwest, and Beyond. When she and her husband aren’t traveling for their charity, The World Orphan Fund, 

they live in Dodge County on a (tiny) piece of her family’s century-old farm.  

 

Her books are available at all major book retailers. To learn more about the author, please go to ValerieBiel.com.  
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